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For more than two years, Kyle* bounced from hospitalizations to temporary youth shelters, 
and from his parents’ home to his grandparents’ home. Kyle struggles with serious emotional 
and behavioral issues as well as intellectual and developmental differences, making it 
extremely challenging for any adult to care for or help him. 

So many efforts had failed for the fourteen-year-old who also battles ADHD and Tourette’s 
syndrome that it was hard for his mother Cynthia* to be hopeful when a spot for him finally 
opened in October at Daniel’s newly renovated residential treatment unit, Morales Cottage.

“I am nervous and scared,” she said through tears. “I have hope, but I’m just not sure 
because nothing has worked. I am doing the hard things in hopes it helps to finally bring him 
back home.”

As the oldest child-service agency known for its proven residential treatment center model, 
Daniel offered Cynthia that hope.

In October, Kyle became the first child welcomed in to the newly re-opened Morales 
Cottage, which was remodeled specifically to help children with severe and complex mental 
health issues that co-exist with mild-to-moderate intellectual differences like autism. 

“With the intensive therapy the kids who come to us need, it’s important for them to receive 
it in a home-like, residential environment – rather than a hospital setting – especially since 
they are here for four-to-six months,” said Daniel CEO and President Lesley Wells. ”The 
Morales family took the lead in making this vital resource possible.”  

In April of this year, the fully renovated cottage was renamed Morales Cottage in honor of 
Zoie and Michael Morales who have championed Daniel’s capital campaign to renovate the 
children’s cottages on its 10-acre campus on Belfort Road. 

Kyle has already been joined by several other children, all of whom are battling a 
combination of serious issues that Morales Cottage was specifically designed to treat.

“Daniel has always been a leader when it comes to caring for kids in crisis,” Wells said. 
“We’re so grateful that our supporters consistently get behind our mission to help children 
and families heal and find new paths forward.”

Daniel continues to raise money to transform the cottages on its campus to give kids the 
best possible environment in which to heal. If you’d like to contribute toward renovating the 
cottages in the residential treatment program, please contact Dave Cognetta at  
(904) 296-1055, extension 1033.

MORALES COTTAGE NOW OPEN 
PROVIDING UNDERSERVED POPULATION  WITH NEW HOPE

The recently renovated Morales Cottage 
began housing kids in crisis Oct. 16.

The new activity area offers youth a bright,  
welcoming environment.

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT IN NOVEMBER
Thanks to a generous match from Enterprise Integration, individual donations  
made ONLINE during the month of November will be matched 1:1

Visit danielkids.org/donate/give-now or scan to donate!

*  Names have been changed to  
protect privacy.



2023 ANNUAL REPORT

74 YOUTH 
facing homelessness 

were stabilized

4,5104,510 KIDS & 
FAMILIES served last year

71 CHILDREN  
CONNECTED

with adoptive forever families

99 CHILDREN  
with severe mental health issues 

benefited from residential 
treatment

1,150 children & parents  
received family strengthening 

services

COMMUNITY CHILDREN 
received comprehensive case management  
to help them stay in school and avoid 
incarceration and teen pregnancy

546 CLIENTS  
received out-patient counseling

47 TREATMENT 
HOMES 

 licensed for emotionally and 
behaviorally challenged children

1,863

LEARN HOW YOU CAN MAKE AN IMPACT 
904.296.1055 | danielkids.org |  facebook.com/danielkids |   @DanielKidsJax 

697 
foster children kept safe

140140    
YEARS 

Improving the Lives 
of Children and 

Families



Daniel’s 23rd Annual Hank Haynes 
Golf Classic

Presented by:  
Enterprise Integration

April 29, 2024 
Timuquana Country Club

Sponsorship Opportunities  
Now Available

Contact: Dave Cognetta at 
dcognetta@danielkids.org or 

(904) 296-1055 ext. 1033 or visit 
danielkids.org/events for  

more information.

Daniel provides provides presents 
for more than 2,000 kids and 
families each holiday season. 

Consider helping while your gift 
is doubled! Online gifts made 

in November toward the Daniel 
Holiday Toy Drive will be matched 

1:1 by Enterprise Integration. 

Donate at:  
danielkids.org/holiday-toy-drive/

THANK YOU SPONSORS!

SAVE THE DATE SPREAD HOLIDAY 
CHEER

Embraer Foundation presenting a check to Daniel CEO  
Lesley Wells to update the laundry room at our Independent 
Living Village.

A volunteer group from VyStar Credit Union came out to play 
games and provide pizza for our kids and staff.

The school on Daniel’s residential treatment campus was 
painted thanks to The Rotary Club of South Jacksonville.

Alpha Foundations repaired our concrete pool deck to 
make it safe for our kids.

THANK YOU TO OUR 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS!

HERE ARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PAST FEW MONTHS: 

Kathryn McKie
Regency Centers

Director, Investor Relations

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEWEST TRUSTEE

Improving the Odds for Kids danielkids.org



SPECIAL THANKS 
TO OUR 1884 GIVING SOCIETY MEMBERS:

To become an 1884 Giving Society Member, contact 
Dave Cognetta at dcognetta@danielkids.org or 904.296.1055, ext. 1033.

Look out for our 140th ANNIVERSARY Celebration in Fall 2024!

Abentras
Emily Albritton
Alfred I. duPont Educational and 
Charitable Fund
Skip and Peggy Allcorn
All Star Quilters Guild
Alpha Foundations
Alturna-Tech
American Endowment 
Foundation
American Legion Post 88
Jill and Charlie Arnold
David and Babette Ashley
Atlantic Coast Appliance
Chuck and Sally Ayers
Bacardi
Matthew Bach
Bank of America
Barefoot Marine Construction
The Honorable Michael Bateh 
and Susan Bateh
Bedell Firm
John Bedford
Murray and Jim Benz
The Benz Family Foundation
Bessemer Giving Fund
Birken Flooring
Breakthru Beverage
Helen Breeding
Tracey and Millie Brown
Bruce and Jan Brownell
Phillip and Gloria Buhler
C2C Innovative Solutions
Jaime and Johany Calzada
Ron E. Carroll Jr.
Evelyn Carter
Steve and Karen Carter
Centre Corporate Services
Citigroup
Citrus Distillers
Clearwave Fiber
Coastal Construction Products
Coastal Equipment Systems of 
Florida
Dave Cognetta and  
Sara McMillan
Gary and Jere Cognetta
Coldwell Banker Vanguard
Erin and William Colledge
Shep and Eleanor Colledge
Bill and Suzi Colledge
The Community Foundation for 
Northeast Florida
Jaquelin Daniel Cook
Arch and Rosemary Copeland
Brian and Sara Corrigan
The Honorable Timothy Corrigan 
and Nancy Corrigan

Brian and Susie Coughlin
Betsy C. Cox
Raymond L. Creasman
Kristin Cronic
Steve and Betsy Crosby
Simon Curtis
David Weekley Homes
Dixon, Smith and Associates
Parker L. Doan Revocable Trust
Susan E. Dorsch
Dufford Family Foundation
Jess & Brewster J. Durkee 
Foundation
Duval Motor Company
Embraer Foundation
Matt and Emily England
Enterprise Integration
EverBank
Niall and Nancy Falloon
Family Support Services of North 
Florida
Tammie Faulkner
Feltel Family Foundation
The Ferber Company
Fickling Construction
Jeanine Fickling
Fidelity Investments
Florida Blue Foundation
Florida Combined Life
Florida Pension Group
William and Joan Frazier
Jim & Tabitha Furyk Foundation
Thomas M. Galvin, Jr.
The Gant Family Foundation
Timothy Gaskin
Hal and Tabitha Gatewood
The W. W. & Eloise D. Gay 
Foundation
GE / Unison
GHG Insurance
Melinda and Robert Gibbs
Roger Gibson
Carol B. Gilliland
John and Flavel Godfrey
Henry and Lucy Gooding 
Endowment
Dianne O. Gorman
Hampton and Cheree Graham
Jim and Vaughan Lee Griffin
Kirby and Adele Griffin
Clay Grimes
Scott and Mandy Gude
The H&R Block Foundation
Barry and Margaret Hall
Haskell
Billie Haynes
Jayne Haynes
 

Robert W. and Lindsay D. Helms 
Advised Fund
Bill and Helen Hendrich
Paul and Melanie Herring
Judy Hicks and Allen Dye
Joe and Renate Hixon
Carlton Hobgood
Donis and Diane Horne
Hal and Heather Houston
John Hudson
Scott Hughes
Lewis and Barbara Hunter
Kendal Hutto
J.C. Lewis Foundation
Dan and Rosemary Jackson
Linwood Jeffreys Foundation
Jessie Ball duPont Fund
Johnson Lambert & Co. LLP
Casey and Judy Jones
Alan and Debbie Joyce
Sean and Amber Junker
Keiser University
Kendale Design
Kelly Kenne-Powell
The Thomas M. and Irene B. 
Kirbo Charitable Foundation
Michael and Karen Knox
David and Sheri Kostick
Angelo and Sue Lacara
Helen Murchison Lane
Late Bloomers Garden Club
Le Dental Spa
Della M. Levy Trust
Mandarin St. Johns Elks Lodge 
#2866
Betsy and Dave Manning
Jodie and Randle Marchman
Marketmasters of the Southeast
Marianne and Dan Martins
John and Susan Mazur
Jordan McCrary
Kathryn McKie
Craig McKinley
David and Courtney Meatte
Helen M. Meatte
David and Carol Messerlie
Miller Electric Company
Jorge and Marjorie Morales
Zoie and Michael Morales
The Jim Moran Foundation
Neviaser Family Foundation
Harold and Susan O’Steen
Mark and Lisa O’Steen
Tom and Sarah O’Steen
Vera Palacios
Palm Coast Sales
Anna C. Pavlicek

Jim and Dawn Peavey
PGA Tour
Yolande G. Piazza
Mearl B. Platt
Joni A. Poitier
John W. Pomroy
Doris M. Powell Living Trust
Joshua Prater
Publix Super Markets Charities
Travis Reed
Regency Centers
Riverside Hospital Foundation
Riverside Liquors
Justin Roberts
Matthew and Francy Robertson
Frank H. Robinson
Suzan Rogalski
Bob and Geri Rooks
Rotary Club of South Jacksonville
John Paul and Jennifer Saenz
Saxon Business Systems
Jodi and Michael Schoenfeld
The Schultz Foundation
Tua Rena B Selders Foundation
Madison and Robin Shelly
Leed and Becky Silverfield
Sheri and Doug Souers
Southside Business Men’s Club
SouthState Bank
Doug and Cathy Standard
David and Linda Stein
Rick and Rebecca Stein
Stellers Gallery
Summit Wealth Systems
Supreme Stucco & Plastering
Christine and Michael Sweet
Swisher
Terry Foundation
Jim and Debbie Thompson
Underwood Jewelers
Stephen E. Vining
Weather Engineers
Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund
Al and Candace Weigand
Lesley and David Wells
John and Peggy Wilchek
Linda F. Wilkinson
Edna Sproull Williams Foundation
George and Ellen Williams
David and Lena Winslow
Womenade
Paula Wright
Sarah and Paul Wubbena
Amanda J. Valentine
VyStar Credit Union
Robert Yauger

*list updated 10.17.23


