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Before her 10th birthday, Whitley had been abused, abandoned, and 
shuffled through 20 different foster homes and 10 schools. She was 
adopted once, but the couple dropped Whitley off at school one day 
and never returned to pick her up.

“They just decided they wanted a baby,” said Emily Smith who met 
Whitley in 2019 as a troubled young girl with severe trust issues.

Whitley’s traumatic journey brought her to the residential treatment 
program at Daniel’s Belfort Road campus, a unique setting where an interdisciplinary team works intensively with kids who 
struggle with severe mental and emotional issues. It’s one of the few places in Florida where children who’ve faced severe 
trauma can receive focused, 24-hour care in a residential setting. 

Emily and Scott Smith began mentoring Whitley while she was at Daniel in 2019. They fell in love with her and began working to 
adopt her, a process they completed in 2020. Today, they say Daniel’s treatment program saved her life.

“When she came to Daniel, she was so mad and so afraid,” Emily said. “She had been so many 
places and she had no one. She’s a completely different kid now. Her smile is radiant. It lights up 
any room she’s in.”

Emily credits the “incredible” staff at Daniel. “They really care,” she said. “They helped Whit 
understand the emotions she had, and how to deal with them. They gave her structure, and that’s 
something she thrives on.”

Daniel’s residential treatment program provides comprehensive treatment services for children 
ages 5-17 who are exhibiting severe symptoms of mental and emotional distress. The agency’s 
intensive, comprehensive care includes individual, group, and family counseling, as well as 
psychiatric treatment.

Professional counselors in the program from diverse educational and cultural 
backgrounds rely on evidenced-based, trauma-informed therapeutic practices 
to help kids heal the scars of physical, emotional and sexual abuse as well as 
abandonment and other damaging experiences.

The time Whitley spent at Daniel represented the most significant turning point 
in her young life, Emily said. Daniel’s staff helped her evolve into the bright 
young person she is today – a strong student and an accomplished competitive 
surfer whose smile even brightens the beach, according to Emily. “The people 
at Daniel are just phenomenal,” she said.

Daniel continues to raise money to renovate the original buildings on its 
campus, focusing first on the cottages where children like Whitley reside in 
order to create optimal healing environments. If you’d like to contribute toward 
renovating the cottages in the residential treatment program, please contact 
Madison Shelly at 904-296-1055, ext. 1031.

SAVE THE DATE
Daniel’s 22nd Annual Hank 
Haynes Golf Classic 

October 24, 2022 
San Jose Country Club

Sponsorship Opportunities Now 
Available 

Contact David Cognetta at 
dcognetta@danielkids.org or 
904.296.1055 ext. 1033 or visit 
danielkids.org/events for more 
information.

TREATMENT AT DANIEL 
WAS THE TURNING POINT 
IN A TRAUMATIC JOURNEY

www.facebook.com/danielkids
www.danielkids.org/events


Back in 2018, the Daniel team began dedicating our 
efforts to updating our Belfort Road campus, which was 
built in the 1960s. Our first priority has been renovating 
the residential treatment program cottages where we 
serve youth with severe mental and emotional issues.

Not only has normal wear and tear affected these 
cottages, but today’s newer therapies often require 
different spaces.

Thanks to generous private donors and community 
support, we’ve already renovated one of the cottages 
known as Haynes Cottage in memory of Hank Haynes, a 
long-time Daniel Board Trustee.

In 2021, we finished fundraising for the Creekside-
Cedarwood Cottage, which is currently under 
construction. 

We’re now in the process of raising funds to renovate 
Midview Cottage. We thank those who have been a part 
of these exciting changes, and hope you’ll continue to 
support us in providing Daniel’s kids in crisis with newer, 
brighter environments where they can heal. 

An aerial photo of Daniel’s Belfort Road campus showing some of the 
cottages in the agency’s residential treatment program.

Construction and renovations are underway at Creekside-Cedarwood 
Cottage, while funds are still being raised to restore Midview Cottage.

CAMPUS RENOVATION PROGRESS
FUNDING OUR WAY FORWARD

BACK-TO-
SCHOOL DRIVE

This school year just ended, but 
we’re already preparing to help 
kids in 2022-23! Supplies can be 

dropped off at our corporate 
office, located at 4203 Southpoint 

Boulevard. 

We’re accepting donations 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. - 

4 p.m., now through July 31.

For more info visit
danielkids.org/seasonal-drives

Daniel recently completed its 
Council on Accreditation review. 
The on-site peer reviewers were 
extremely complimentary and 

impressed with Daniel programs, 
staff, and board of trustees, as 
well as the appearance of the 
cottages on the Belfort Road 

campus. Thank you to everyone 
involved in this process.

“It’s my honor 
to serve as Chair 
of the Board for 
Daniel. This is 
an organization 
that I’ve been 

passionate about and supported 
for more than 20 years. Thank you 
for joining me in helping some of 
the most vulnerable children in 
our community get the support 
and care they so desperately 
need.” - Betsy Cox

ABOUT OUR
ACCREDITATION

THANK YOU FROM 
DANIEL’S BOARD CHAIR

www.danielkids.org/seasonal-drives


Improving the Odds for Kids danielkids.org

Daniel, Florida’s oldest child service agency, recently hosted its annual 1884 Giving Society event at its Belfort Road 
campus in Southpoint. The outdoor event celebrated the generosity of the nonprofit’s loyal donors and enabled them 
to see how their gifts are making a positive impact with opportunities to tour one of their newly renovated residential 
treatment cottages and to get a peek at the cottage currently under construction.

1884 GIVING SOCIETY CELEBRATION

(L to R) Madison Shelly, Barbara Harrell, William Harrell, Lesley Wells Lesley Wells, Daniel President/CEO

Trustee Shep Colledge with wife 
Eleanor and grandson Shepherd

Rick Powell, Barefoot Marine Construction, 
with wife Kelly Kenne-Powell, Abentras

Trustee Phil Buhler and wife Gloria

Belvelyn Williams and her friend Cindy

Attendees taking a tour of Haynes Cottage

Trustee Erin Colledge with husband 
William and sons Shepherd and Rawlings

(L to R) Angi Palmieri, Stacey Starsiak, Janet Coulther, Mindy Sigle, ShiAnne 
O’Connor, Annie Cuneo, and Stuart Ferber of the Ferber Company

Casey and Judy Jones



SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE 1884 GIVING SOCIETY MEMBERS:

To join them as an 1884 Giving Society Member contact Madison Shelly at mshelly@danielkids.org or 904.296.1055, ext. 1031.

Abentras
Kenneth and Leinesa Adams
ADT
Skip and Peggy Allcorn
Alturna-Tech
Amazon Fulfillment Center - JAX3
Amazon Gives
American Legion Post 88
Travis Anderson
David and Babette Ashley
Richard and Mary Ashley
Katie and Whitfield Athey
Atlantic Coast Appliance
Bacardi
Matthew Bach
The Baker Foundation
Nancy and Robert Baker
Christopher and Elizabeth Ball
Barefoot Marine Construction
Scott and Elizabeth Barnette
The Honorable Michael Bateh and 
Susan Bateh
John Bedford
Susan C. Berg
Julie Bessent
Steve Birkelbach
Alexey Bogomolov
Mary and Bruce Bower
Breakthru Beverage
Gary and Nicole Brose
Tracey and Millie Brown
Bruce and Jan Brownell
The Bryan Family Trustees of 
the Henry and Lucy Gooding 
Endowment
J.F. and Peggy Bryan
Phillip and Gloria Buhler
Builders Marketing Services, Inc.
C2C Innovative Solutions, Inc.
Jaime and Johany Calzada
John Cassidy Jr.
Robert Cassidy
Citigroup
City of Jacksonville - Dept. of 
Public Works
Coastal Construction Products, Inc.
Coastal Equipment Systems of 
Florida
Dave Cognetta and Sara McMillan
Gary and Jere Cognetta
Bill and Suzi Colledge
Shep and Eleanor Colledge
William and Erin Colledge
The Community Foundation for 
Northeast Florida
Jaquelin D. Cook
Arch and Rosemary Copeland
Brian and Sara Corrigan
The Honorable Timothy Corrigan 
and Nancy Corrigan
Brian and Susie Coughlin
Betsy C. Cox

Kristin Cronic
Steve and Betsy Crosby
Don and Susan Curts
Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund
Harriet and Doug Dickey
The Doolittle Trust
Susan E. Dorsch
Dufford Family Foundation
Duval Motor Company
Bernhard and Elfriede Echt
Edna Sproull Williams Foundation
Embraer Foundation
Doug and Brenda England
Matt and Emily England
Enterprise Integration
Valerie and Donald Fain
Feltel Family Foundation, Inc.
The Ferber Company
Fickling Construction, Inc.
Alan Fickling
Jeanine Fickling
Fidelity Charitable
First Coast PT Cruisers
Florida Blue
Florida Blue Foundation
Florida Combined Life
Florida Pension Group
Kathleen and Daniel Floryan
William and Joan Frazier
Jim & Tabitha Furyk Foundation
Fatima Gallon
The Gant Family Foundation
Timothy Gaskin
Hal and Tabitha Gatewood
Robert and Carol Gay
GFWC Southside Woman’s Club of 
Jax., Inc.
GHG Insurance
Roger Gibson
Carol B. Gilliland
Anthony and Laura Giovannetti
John and Flavel Godfrey
Dianne and Tom Gorman
Hampton and Cheree Graham
Jim and Vaughan Lee Griffin
Kirby and Adele Griffin
The H&R Block Foundation
Barry and Margaret Hall
Hargray Fiber
Haskell
Billie Haynes
Jayne Haynes
John and Geraldine Hayt
HEAL Foundation
Bill and Helen Hendrich
Henri Landwirth Family Advised 
Fund
Paul and Melanie Herring
Andy and Anita Higginbotham
Melissa Hirneise
Joe and Renate Hixon

Carlton Hobgood
Theresa L. Holstead
Donis and Diane Horne
Hal and Heather Houston
Lewis and Barbara Hunter
J.C. Lewis Foundation, Inc.
Dan and Rosemary Jackson
Jess & Brewster J. Durkee 
Foundation
Jessie Ball duPont Fund
Casey and Judy Jones
Alan and Debbie Joyce
Sean and Amber Junker
Julia and Matthew Kalinski
Keiser University
Angelo and Sue Lacara
Helen Murchison Lane
Late Bloomers Garden Club
Le Dental Spa
Joshua Lento
Della M. Levy Trust
Kathy Locher
Jodie and Randle Marchman
Peyton Marchman
Marketmasters of the Southeast, Inc.
John and Susan Mazur
McArthur Family Foundation
Mary Love McArthur
Worth and Carol McArthur
McKesson Medical-Surgical
Kathryn McKie
David and Courtney Meatte
Helen M. Meatte
Adam and Annette Meinrod
Miller Electric Company
Linda J. Moore
Jorge and Marjorie Morales
Zoie and Michael Morales
David Motta
NE FL Firefighter Wives 
Foundation
Neviaser Foundation
Robert Orndoff
Mark O’Steen
Parker L. Doan Revocable Trust
Phillip and Liz Parsons
Anna C. Pavlicek
Jim and Dawn Peavey
PGA Tour, Inc.
Felipe and Patty Pia
Yolande G. Piazza
Mike Pinho
Pivot CPAs
Mearl B. Platt
Publix Super Markets Charities
Pure Storage
Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
Red Hat
Travis Reed
Regency Centers
Dalila M. Reinhardt

Susan T. Rindal
Riverside Hospital Foundation, Inc.
Robert W. and Lindsay D. Helms 
Advised Fund
Matthew and Francy Robertson
Jay and Lisa Rolfe
Bob and Geri Rooks
Michael and Vada Rosen
Rotary Club of South Jacksonville
John Salvatore
Sandra Santiago-Conyers
Jodi and Michael Schoenfeld
The Schultz Foundation, Inc.
Erica Seals
Madison and Robin Shelly
Sheri and Doug Souers
SouthState Bank
Jim and Elaine Stallings
Doug Standard
Damien Starkey
David and Linda Stein
Rick and Rebecca Stein
Stellers Gallery
SUC TUW Linwood Jeffreys 
Foundation
Christine and Michael Sweet
Swisher
Synovus Bank
Ina Taffet
TCA, LLC
Mary Virginia Terry
The Thomas M. and Irene B. Kirbo 
Charitable Foundation
Jim and Debbie Thompson
TIAA Bank
TransAmerica
Tua Rena B Selders Foundation
Dave Tucker
Larry W. Tucker
Underwood Jewelers
Salvatore and Anne-Marie Vespa
Becky Wachholz
Mary Kaye Waggoner
Weather Engineers, Inc.
Al and Candace Weigand
Grace V. Weimer
Wellhouse Company
Lesley and David Wells
Rebecca Whitfield
Linda F. Wilkinson
John and Peggy Wilchek
George and Ellen Williams
Owen Wingate
David and Lena Winslow
Paula Wright
Sarah and Paul Wubbena
Robert Yauger

*list updated 5.31.22




